
 

 
 

ST. JOHNS GRAND PRIX FINISHES 7 YEAR RUN 
 

The St. Johns Grand Prix is now history. The seven year run that started 
in the year 2000 was completed in 2006. Labor Day weekend will not be the 
same without the hundreds of race cars parading through downtown St. Johns on 
Saturday and racing at the airport all weekend long. We enjoyed Indy Cars, 
Stock Cars, Sports Cars from all over, coming to our community once a year to 
race. 

Larry Pond, Managing Director of the St. Johns Grand Prix recently 
notified the City that Professional AutoSports will no longer bring the event to St. 
Johns. He stated “we are proud of what the St. Johns Grand Prix Committee, 
working with Professional AutoSports Inc. has been able to accomplish the last 7 
years. The support of the community has been a key factor in our ability to hold 
the event each year. We wish it could have lasted forever.”  

Larry continued, “this event provided St. Johns with one hour televised 
programs during the last 2 years with the ASA-Speed Truck Challenge as the 
feature race. Many people around the country got to know about the City of St. 
Johns, Arizona and the race. In addition, this is the only City I know of that has 
had an Indy Car that ran the Indy 500 parade down main street in race trim.” 

When asked, Larry stated “circumstances, out of the control of St. Johns 
Grand Prix Committee has brought this annual event to an end.”  

The St. Johns Grand Prix Committee has been made up of key community 
members that worked every year to plan, develop and run the event. We should 
all thank them for their hard work and vision that made the event so special to the 
community. The committee members are: 

 
1. Kelly Gunnels, Executive Director St. Johns Chamber of Commerce 
2. Lori Rothlisberger, St. Johns Custom Works 
3. Dodi Rothlisberger, St. Johns Custom Works 
4. Betti Miller, Citizen of St. Johns 
5. Penny Pew, Congressman Rick Renzi’s Office 
6. Jim Pierson, Director of New Hope Ranch 
7. Keith Odom, Odom Building Center 
8. Michael Cirivello, Apache County Sheriff’s Office 



9. Vicki Pond, Professional AutoSports Inc. 
10.  Larry Pond, Professional AutoSports Inc.  

 
Vicki Pond stated “Larry and I loved the time we spent in St. Johns  

each year. We have really grown fond of the community and the friends we 
enjoyed spending time with. This seven year experience will stay with us 

forever.” 
 


