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VICKI AND LARRY POND

Passion drives Pond: _ Longtime competitor, promoter channels love of
motorsports into revival of St. Johns race.

By Richard Gray ( Note, additions are in italics)
Special to The Republic

In small town America years before NASCAR came of age, Larry Pond
discovered the thrill of racing on a summer night at a small dirt track. It was 1954,
and Pond was 17 when he bought a 1934 Ford Coupe, souped it up for racing
and tried his luck around a newly opened 3/8 mile oval in Ransomville, NY.

“They opened a track and a bunch of us went,” said Pond, 69 of Chandler. “Us
kids in the ‘50s, we loved cars, and we loved speed.” Pond took quickly to racing
and won on his second try. “I was good at it,” he said. “I think they paid $20 to
win.”

That summer night long ago led Pond into a racing hobby and a professional
racing career. Now, as a club and professional racing promoter, his passion is to



help young drivers to get started. Larry has worked with several young racers
including Spencer Clark (Winston West), Michael Potekhen (Star Mazda), Victor
Pfluger (ASA-Speed Trucks), Amy Elizondo (ASA-Speed Trucks).

To fulfill that passion, Pond became the driving force of a valley racing club,
ProAutosports (In 1992, that has become the largest road racing organization in
the Arizona scene) and the architect behind reviving the St. Johns Great
American Race, Arizona’s oldest motor racing event. (As part of the development
of ProAutoSports, Pond associated with ASA-Racing nationally, bringing a level
of professionalism to both ProAutoSports and St. Johns Grand Prix.)

The St. Johns race, beginning in 1908 and running through 1924, attracted the
sports’ earliest driving greats, including Barney Oldfield and Louis Chevrolet, who
raced from Gallup NM to St. Johns in northeast Arizona. The racers stayed in St.
Johns for a hill climb the next day and, on the third day, they raced 100 miles
around the St Johns countryside.

Pond has revived the tradition with The St. Johns Grand Prix, held on Labor Day
weekend, September 1-4. (The first St. Johns Grand Prix ran in 2000 and the
2006 race was the 7". ProAutoSports has a 5 year agreement with the city to run
the races each year through 2010.) The modern race uses the community’s
airpark, turning it into a 1.65 mile, 11 turn road course.

“ Being a history buff, | started going into the St. Johns Museum,” Pond said. “I
found an old photograph of these old cars lined up (in front of the Barth House
Hotel in downtown St. Johns). We're bringing that history out and and building
this into a spectator event.”

This year, Pond said he is expecting 150 race teams, ranging from karting racers
to drivers campaigning Indy cars to truck racers from the American Speed
Association. Pond said the St. Johns Grand Prix, which is in its seventh year, is a
return to the friendly competition of racing’s early days, before it grew into big
business.

Racing in Watkins Glen, NY in the 1960’s, Pond competed with Bob Bondurant
and “all of the old guys and young guys,” including Parnelli Jones, George
Follmer and Danny Ongais. “It was a combination of club racing and
professional,” Pond said. “There was a much wider discrepancy of cars and
driver knowledge. Everybody helped each other.” (Pond raced a Mustang
sponsored by a Ford Dealer in Niagara Falls, NY.)

As a successful businessman in the early ‘80s, Pond collected Shelby Mustangs
and began racing them. (Pond was in the electronics industry and ran several
companies. Racing was his get-away from the rigors of business.)

“The adrenalin rush reminded me of what | really liked. And | got serious again,”
he said. “I won over 100 races over the years.” (Larry was known all over the



country for his winning record & BP Championship in his black & white Shelby
GT-350 race car known as “The Skunk”.)

As the sport grew, Pond worked his way up in the Sports Car Club of America
where won a GT-1 Championship and vintage competition to earn a ride in the
International Motor Sports Association, then America’s premier road racing
organization, and on the European circuit. Pond said he won the last race at
California’s Riverside International Raceway, which closed in 1989. (Pond held a
NASCAR license as well and was a contract driver for Cadillac from 1997-2002
as a part of the Cadillac racing and engineering programs in the US and Europe
which included work on the LeMans program. Larry did the pre-qualification test
and the final qualification tests for the Cadillac Stsi Pace cars at LeMans.)

“We raced as a family,” said his wife, Vicki, 59. “I don'’t like going fast. | love the
people, the excitement, the families together.” (Vicki and their 4 sons traveled
with Larry to a lot of his races. One of the sons, Lauren continues to race today.
His dad says he is now a better driver than his dad!)

Information Bar:

Larry Pond, Managing Director, ProAutoSports Inc.

Age 69

Residence: Chandler, AZ

Family: Wife Vicki and 4 sons ages 37-45.

Daily Driver: Nissan 350Z

Favorite Race Car: Shelby GT-350

Education: Bachelors Degree in Electrical Engineering, Clarkson University,
Potsdam NY. MBA Indiana University. Additional Graduate Work Indiana
University and Arizona State University.

St. Johns Grand Prix: St. Johns AZ Airpark, Labor Day Weekend. Stock Cars,
ASA-Speed Trucks, Sports Cars, Indy cars, Formula Cars, Vintage cars, Karts.



